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Introduction to Rhythmic Styles for Drumset 
Bossa Nova

Samba (Batucada)

Samba (Partido Alto)

Jazz Samba
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Merengue #1 (Dominican Republic)

Merengue #2

* Play LH with stick across rim of snare, and RH on snare (muffled) and floor tom

* Play LH with stick across rim of snare, and RH on rim of floor tom and on drum 

Calypso #1 (Trinidad)

Calypso #2 
* RH plays cowbell, LH plays on snare rim or high hat
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Soca (Trinidad)

Basic Bolero (Cuba)

* The following two measures are written differently, but are played, and sound, the same

Cha-Cha-Cha (Cuba)
* RH plays on rim of floor tom, the bell of high hat or ride cymbal, or cha-cha bell (snares off)

 (used in Mambo, Son, and other Afro-Cuban styles)Basic Cascara Rhythm
(with 2-3 Rumba Clavé in LH)
RH plays on shell or rim of floor tom, the bell of high hat or ride cymbal, or mambo bell; LH on rim of snare

* RH plays on rim or shell of floor tom; LH plays on rim of snare w/snares off
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Cascara Rhythm
(2-3 Son Clavé)

Cascara Rhythm (complete w/LF 2-3 clavé)

Basic Songo (Cuba/U.S.)
RH plays on rim of floor tom, high hat or ride cymbal bell, or mambo bell

Songo
RH plays on high hat or ride cymbal bell, or mambo bell
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Basic Swing
Play RH on ride cymbal and LH across rim of snare

Basic Shuffle

Basic Rock Shuffle

3/4 Jazz

(may be played with a triplet or dotted-eighth/sixteenth feel)

(may be played with a triplet or dotted-eighth/sixteenth feel)
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Second Line Rhythm (New Orleans)
* The eighth notes are played with a "swing", or triplet, feel

Afro-Cuban 6/8 (Cuba)

* Play RH on rim of floor tom, bell of ride cymbal or high hat, or mambo bell

Afro Cuban 6/8 (#2)

Bluegrass

Brushes
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Straight 8th Rock

Straight 16th Funk

Straight 8th Dance

Straight 8th Displacement

* High hat opens on up-beat 8ths and closes on down-beat 8ths
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7/8 Straight 8th Rock

7/8 Rock w/RH pattern repeating over two measures

Polka
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